Let’s start with a line.

Simple right, it’s just a line that goes from one point to the other. A and B.

There is an end and a beginning to it, a starting point and a destination.

Aline is a journey, that can manifest in various forms, both tangible and intangible. It can be a physical
path, a book that takes us to different realms, a song that resonates with our emotions, or a game that chal-
lenges our minds. However, a journey can also be an abstract exploration of the self, a quest for self-dis-
covery and identity.

In the digital realm a journey takes place through search engines, apps and websites that lead the way to
answers. Digital navigation systems are designed as a guide from starting point to destination point, but
they also make us impatient and disrupt our sense of being present. In various digital contexts, users tend
to bypass the middle content and skip to the beginning or end of content.

Now more than ever, users have become increasingly impatient, demanding instant gratification driven by
an insatiable desire for dopamine-fueled experiences. Simon Reynolds quotes that in the digital present,
everyday life consists of hyper-acceleration and near-instantaneity (downloading, web pages constantly be-
ing refreshed, the impatient skimming of text on screens), but on the macro-cultural level things feel static
and stalled.

I made a connection to these thoughts when | used google maps one day. Google maps became my start-
ing tool to initially explore this project. With a few taps on our screens, we are given the most efficient and
quickest routes, minimising travel time and eliminating the need for human guidance. As we fixate on the
pulsating blue dot that guides our every move, the surrounding environment fades into a blur, rendering it
invisible. The digital realm presents us with a singular path, the fastest and most time-efficient. But can a
digital navigation tool, designed to streamline our journeys, also serve as a catalyst for genuine exploration
and wayfinding?

Writer Maura O’Connor sees wayfinding as a way to change our focus from constantly looking down at our
devices. She sees it as a way to engage with our surroundings, as a way to build connections and commu-
nity with the places and people we see. Her book has inspired me to record my own journey, without relying
on any digital device, trying to collect and observe, while walking on a path less taken. | asked myself how

| can use graphic design as a tool to explore wayfinding through trace-making. Just like Richard Long and
Ana Mendieta map their traces in the landscape | collect the traces of others and the traces of the planet
we live on.

Time becomes irrelevant and the path gets shaped by a collection of memories.

Agnés Varda’s film The Gleaners and | celebrates the act of gleaning - collecting leftover crops and dis-
carded materials after a harvest or disposal. Her approach of repurposing and recontextualizing these
overlooked items has inspired me to embark on my own gleaning journeys, gathering cast-off objects and
celebrate the potential hidden within society’s rejects.

Chloe McCarrick uses cyanotype as one of her mediums in order to explore human experience and the
world we live in. This made me want to explore cyanotype as a method of natural tracing as the cyanotype
reacts to sunlight and nature itself. Together with an interweaved digital topography, it creates an interplay
between tangible and intangible, bringing physical footprints into the digital world. While Chloe McCarrick’s
work aims to empower, my work aims to connect, evidencing the importance of nature and physical explo-
ration that slowly fade away in a pixelated landscape of data and algorithms.

Agnes Varda, ‘The Gleaners and I’, 2000

Chloe McCarrick, Cyanotype collection

Simon Reynolds, 'Retromania: Pop Culture’s Addiction to its Own Past’,Faber & Faber, 2012

M. R. O’Connor, ‘Wayfinding: The Science and Mystery of How Humans Navigate the World’, St. Martin’s Press, 2019
Ana Mendieta, ‘Silueta series’ ,197

Richard Long, ‘Mud hand circles’, New York, 1989



¢ 58 oz 25 3¢  z3¢ %3 5 =228
=) D N “_(E > 2 2'5;": _Ec X © 3
CDLetS‘-'-cWIth 2 g 0 ) 2 2 | e 2 Q. g‘;-
rins'mp»isncht i Tsdila"n 5 et goe 1 1ne! Oy o 1110 tg ey her. ‘)IOO(j B- jtsq g
ns 1ol ) SNy 8 P8 1oy 1 10 ppStartly g Nt Al g destily, o 10 tomi
Aline,” jourr™" " That i " anifes’ = ariol ‘ms, § _anglt ”nd |nt.° _ e It o o

= be a g ®|cal p 1boo. & ~ take a _‘to dll, m 1t real. 2 - a sor‘-* = 1t res' y_ls wite S
mourewﬂ)ns ¢ ame.g ihallé S Soursd s. Ho— g' b, a2 2 =yca\cr-—~3be(‘:'i<'>
iMabstraiug xplor: weiiof thu B, a quZior se]bgnxcovebjrpno ideBwer ”\(SDV\ VED)

s2ndn theo tquial reibng! jourtggmrakes sylge throlg ysearad rjinesioitss ancb otsitesy pni

bng jthat |10q qhe Wi qdanSV\G_yd Dlgltqq_i e/lgatl(\) ej'xstemg LSTI deS|'>LUQ_|1 as a| j'mce fror] DAt
Estartno =inttc  Sinatic © = gint, b} @ <2y ale = ke ug 2 tatieng 3 disn® 2 ursery &

2of be & t”res;er ovarlo gyital o gxts, Lg § tend3 ‘pas ssS; o Idd|m o-\tent fg_ g
2 skip t= 3 begi &) or ‘cont & E O T N ~ ©
Now ' 90} |  thartW & usgt edjtve bgsmele inc’V erngly |9dq°|ent 21D eemaromﬁ stant 15011

91'|grat|f‘(19V'n A28 the dBib ¢ ¢ sphel 18rhe usOup mant”‘(9 3 fas;t“'8 +1ay tc8qo ditsn
» destil @ c1 doy ane S & “’Reyr, o ¢ 2quot’ 3 at ing’ cr dgltal1 2 'ant, e 2. Jay liIQ 2

Q
& consi g :thyp' Sceler 3 gand; © cmsta3 0y 2ty (C = 1oad|P < eb pc“ g 5 =
=1 : o d — 3 o
2 mconS1=2 S bein Zeshe ~ = imp 2 =t sklr?gw J of tq,,,mh scrc»—%,,,» bute = £2
macr tural thing | stat| ] stal
2qsr )00 )9 narlv ol o} ¢ |1oer k
:“%”:gl mac =g=sonnex “-“; to tr“wu[houggu “then - = d go¢s 9* -"naps* *“'day qle ms~ =
o) decal Q@ . qy sta_% = itoolt @ ially eo re thi Ject < Fafew 3 S o. onc: c_\,reenL
) 5 o= =1 g
) 2 2we ag 5 ‘enth, 2 ist eff 2 tandy 2 kestr , mir < Dan tr o Sime¢ = 2

elimifob € the 2Ni1S for r orit n guidsXita, As2A exate JiUR e pulud 1 blu@n Sthat Titsn
guideniisk evel Julove, ttni 2arrourinamn envivns ent fanuoltinto anf £ rena Y19y it o e€

) (yr_,_‘:anISI““.-_.."“' "he dd»*1realn*'*c~'sent°4' =~ith a- ~+-ular p«é'-mthe fe :'*' and =iz time, 34
&= %efficié Jut cé 2 jlgltal % gat|0\£CJ EI, des Jtos:S = & -nI|ne § Surne @ﬁlso = ’
t = Serve o acataD = orge =expg Qonar _yfind & 2. ,.-8,@' .o 18
Write R. O IOr S€ ayf|n' as a\ 0 che our fc from tantly

i :‘(Jooklrnoown al %”‘dewcj_‘??@he s2 a5 a8 2B 1g er’ﬂ.ﬁl@a Witr®92 surro®Q" C1gs; c,lv_:pf
;JS way tn g fd cog tions 5 o “omn><. ® / with olace m (Dj peo 2% m'e ses g gr bod g' :
! thas i ig 5 edme 2 2ecors. @ ownjg S23y, W Ftrelyig “hany g Jal def @ = tryln(**(O £

of preolleC soIV] obs,ngm whil¢"no King o1 fipath \(eakeml it like 1 Dr1ard Lyt smnd A|qan

snAVeng pndnap groifrace;| tzaune lab)gt ape | igoCt they pnies of olidrs anyge(tracesg fo
ga0f theadt et Wéyat, ON. basebeCO trdllTele) aqand t,o| alth ge clP,\,lapecpcy, £ etail:

. § icolleg S ofmg @ es. AS 3 Varc‘” U ImTt  geane 8 gdlce§ Sites t 2 gtof 5=
1 g_SgIearJ %“colleg o, Iefto'>< = [0PS G 3 liscar umate| ¢ 5 D‘:1fter. 2] :vesto o OPOSax 2@ 5 &
* = Herex > ‘ach € = urpoes @ and e = extue  — ) thes. “erloos Stems’ - Tnspir 2 -
180 2ib A, oo L TS
Bme 1¢i0 1Gark @18, owrits 2lningSM lneys 532lhring 3 €QCoff oPVOI; ang!O9hrate enir
bstipoter 28 \idderti boin sc19VO''s rejrlt pN uixs! 31 br licog N 1o | NQQE
gt 33i 38, 28 93 S 8% 2% 'z; v
& CChiog 2. Carri@ g s CY= » /pe ag Si0fh @ 2diun §' Sorder. 2 (plore 3 Gan g g
> Texper = anc > world= 2 fvein2 @ smac P3war 2 Zxplo & Canoty ® sa > =%
m_ethwd . natuX9 Oacmg10 i€ YiibarPe ¢ 1o ¢ to SU o ect and e re |tsJ )Ionoge”)M 5
with ¢ “erwe_ dlglt ~ogra 't crei anint y bet 1 tang and
R an Vi) a A an _RM 2 ni a\ 1 hine d’r hr nai
> 2 ‘gntane 5 ‘ brlng@ t)hysnm g 'otprum o 0 the Ftal W g ZBWhi Iefg co)e Me “cksJ (—; g
:+ 2 gwork3 3 2 <to er, S er, ng & rk a||§- ) cont o S evide 3 5 ‘“g the @ wrtana =5 CEnatur% 3 =
S hnd sy S cale 8 ation® Filowhs 2rawa 31 pixe rrmi lanc & Ze of ¢ % and -3¢

algornsds. oIl W .t Istic  ftoh  hgie  soiey mipn  sldip
a1 to o 1oqnr I pnis Ve . Mo ( s \m qms mis



‘ 6, e'tal
& 1orfo onf No MOt 24 A nil & 1aul gmic
audgesb s bngsy hete s Ji GAEFE®SS59d s bns 190T
A linfl .sldipnsihey, that apnst Aiod st in varigoisv ni feboth tanga 18t yontangible. anil A
be aiw 2sisnoaath, a bowz s .2milses us to dib of 2u eaalms, a scood s .Aissonates W 5 ad
our esd o2ls ngor a game s 19v9woenges oulluUO 29pnsowever, g emsg £ 1an also bes 1o

3

botizdow b
%01t obiup
B2 10 iqu 'l . "
of bdnsinoo slht. In varicesqyd ot kcontexts, ) .2ixstnoal to bypasonsv nl .idle contened to
skip inning or ¢ tent. Inst 910 pNinmn 1 qidle
Nowtnsiem bnn ever, use¢insitsgmi ecome inoni smMoJs impatiensau 1svs and mstan wol

IC and steste bns oi

I man slpoo ection to tkgsm slpoghts whernsnw 2ifdpogle mapit of noird«. Google rsm |
beca991oe 1o0arting tool st 5 r11|W explore trrt s10lgxs. With a fef loot pnity. our screeisosd
» i teonloiup b o teom oG

eff|C| o2ls .2ysan adlgltaamlmseﬂa»n tool, desb loor nistreamlinistipib s nneys, alsosioitts
servi alyst for ge Spnibloration as noitsiolding?  9p 10t fayl SVioe

5 26 pni 92 10NNOJ;

26 fi 299 ivab 1o

fiw \(hnunanoﬂoen
NoaMuo 10091 Of ¢

coIIe\ bns gno;erve whibJil 12Ul .non a path nisq s non. Just likslinw svisLong and»sllod
Menosit st brtheir traceo 25081 andscape | agsozbne traces ¢50811 lisnind the traonsM
ofthe s yd be live on. p nisq edhmes irreleleﬂi 2omithe path I .no sviled by a sntto
o 108 anfemarie. T milit 2's A .29i10m

20¢eib 10 522ib bns /ottal pnit
qeni 2sr RSN UIXainoos oqwgs t /
18109190 [ 2\{9Muoj WO Y NC,
Wi 2109 o2 niftiw r

Chlo nsmur sk uses cypbio ni 2ms one of H 1o sno ams in ordiyd 292u Mare humansolnO
expe 528 eq\(d the worIoIqxe of tnn. Th|s méesm 2idT .ant to explbhow ont ltype as a19gxs

and bns sisb proratlon nsl baisloy fade ambws obst yelated lart noits1olgf data andy bns
algol opls

%




